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Magistrates Court of Tasmania Coronial Division Research Committee

Instructions for prospective research applicants to access the Tasmanian Suicide Register
Coroners Rules 2006, r 26
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Introduction
The Coronial Division receives regular requests from researchers or organisations for access to records collected or produced in the course of coroners’ death investigations. Access to coronial records for purposes other than a coronial investigation, including research purposes, is subject to a range of legislative and other considerations. 
If a research applicant or organisation is seeking statistical information or data in relation to the Tasmanian Suicide Register, Tasmanian Overdose Deaths Register, or Tasmanian Prospective Death Surveillance Database, then these instructions apply to you.

If a research applicant or organisation is seeking statistical information or data in relation to non-suicide related or non-overdose death related coronial investigations (such as, for example, deaths in custody or care, deaths in vehicle crashes, workplace deaths, or deaths in hospital), then the applicant is directed to the “Application to Access Coronial Records“ form (Form 3) on the Court’s website - Magistrates Court : Coronial - Application to Access Coronial Records.
Scope of advice

The Research Committee provides advice to the coroner in circumstances where permission is sought to access coronial records from the Tasmanian Suicide Register, Tasmanian Overdose Deaths Register, or Tasmanian Prospective Death Surveillance Database only, for research purposes. The term ‘records’ here encompasses records within the meaning outlined in rule 26(6) of the Coroners Rules 2006, and also the aforementioned datasets derived from coronial records, which are held by the Magistrates Court, Coronial Division. 

While most applications reviewed are from emerging and professional researchers embedded in research institutions, an information or data request for planning purposes from a government department or non-government organisation may also be subject to Research Committee review at the coroner’s direction, depending on the purpose of the request. 

Research for the purposes of this document is broadly defined as: 
‘The systematic investigation into and study of materials and sources in order to stablish facts and reach new conclusions.’
It is within the coroner’s discretion to establish whether a proposal forms the basis of a research project (or planning project) subject to review by the Research Committee as outlined in these instructions.
The purpose of these instructions is to explain the operation of the Research Committee; how it fits within the research approval and ethics process, and the considerations it applies in determining whether and how to advise the coroner to support a particular research project. 

Operation of the Research Committee

Composition

The Research Committee is convened by a Tasmanian coroner and chaired by an experienced Magistrates Court of Tasmania, Coronial Division operational staff member. Its membership is fluid but it usually includes representatives from management and research and may include other relevant external stakeholders as deemed appropriate by the coroner.

Research Committee meeting times

The Research Committee meets on a monthly basis. All applications are to be received by the 15th of the month. Any applications received after this date will be considered the following month. The Research Committee will consider the application at its next scheduled meeting. The Research Committee’s advice will then be communicated to the coroner, who has ultimate responsibility and authority to determine whether an application is supported.

Timing of outcome

If the coroner determines to support the research, the applicant will be provided a signed letter of support. This letter can then be used as evidence of data custodian support for the application when it is submitted to the responsible Human Research Ethics Committee (HREC). If the coroner determines not to support the research, the Research Committee will contact the applicant explaining why this occurred and outlining any suggested application amendments or further material that might be required before the application is re-submitted.

There is a minimum four-week turnaround for data report delivery. This includes the time taken to conduct searches of the database, manually review cases (if requested), compile the data into a report and seek coronial approval.
Neither the Research Committee nor the TSR Senior Research Officer provides statistical advice on the data provided in a report produced for an applicant. Expert statistical advice ought to be sought from other organisations, if necessary. 
Making an application to the Research Committee

Applications to the Research Committee for support to conduct research using Tasmanian coronial records, specifically records contained in the Tasmanian Suicide Register, Tasmanian Overdose Deaths Register, or Tasmanian Prospective Death Surveillance Database, are emailed to Coroners.Research@justice.tas.gov.au as a single PDF file containing the following material:

· Brief covering letter addressed to the Research Committee (250 words maximum);

· Completed and signed human research ethics application form or documentation of ethics approval from the HREC that will provide ethical review of the project; and
· Completed Magistrates Court of Tasmania Research Application Form (available at: Magistrates Court : Tasmanian Suicide Register).
To assist with their application, research applicants or organisations specifically interested in Tasmanian Suicide Register records are encouraged to consult the “TSR – variable fields” document, also available at Magistrates Court : Tasmanian Suicide Register.
Relevant considerations

When the Research Committee reviews an application to access Tasmanian coronial records for research purposes, a range of considerations are applied objectively and transparently to formulate advice for the -coroner. Please note that the following is an indicative but not exhaustive list of the considerations:
· Bona fide research

· Harm to families of deceased persons

· Harm to the coronial process

· Ethical conduct

· Project adequately described

· Resource implications.
Bona fide research

Does the proposed research have merit, particularly in terms of public benefit and potential for reducing preventable deaths? 

Harm to families of deceased persons
Does the research present any risk of harm to families of deceased persons? For example, is there any risk that the research could lead to public identification of deceased persons, or to the families of deceased persons being traumatised in any way? 

Harm to the coronial process

Does the research present any risk of detriment to the Tasmanian coronial process? For example, is there any risk that the research could pre-empt or interfere with ongoing coronial investigations?

Ethical conduct

Is there evidence that the research will be subject to ethical review consistent with the principles enunciated in the National Statement on Ethical Conduct in Human Research (‘National Statement’)? 

Project adequately described

Does the application contain sufficient information for the Research Committee to understand exactly what Tasmanian coronial information is sought, how it will be used and what the outcomes will be? 

On this point, please note that the Research Committee advises the coroner not to support any application for blanket permission to conduct research using Tasmanian coronial material. Instead, the Research Committee advises that the applicant should submit a separate application for each specific project that is planned to be undertaken. There are at least two reasons for this:

· The Research Committee is unable to advise the coroner that a ‘blanket’ research application is consistent with legislative and other considerations that must be met; and 
· A ‘blanket’ application for permission to conduct research is not consistent with the principles enunciated in the National Statement.

Resource implications 

Does the project have any resource implications for the Coronial Division? For example, would the project execution require input (time and effort) from Coronial Division staff, or would the Coronial Division incur unreasonable costs associated with accessing source material? In most circumstances, the court will charge the applicant for any cost to the Coronial Division incurred. If resource implications are known, the applicant should identify these in the covering letter and agree to cover associated costs.

Compliance with National Mindframe Guidelines

Does the application demonstrate that the data will be published in line with Mindframe Guidelines? For example, safe language and inclusion of support services. 

The Research Committee applies these considerations in a consistent and transparent manner and provides advice to the coroner regarding its view on whether to support research projects and associated coronial records access.

The Research Committee and the human research ethics process

Obtaining ethics approval by a duly constituted Human Research Ethics Committee is required for the majority of research projects, in accordance with the National Health and Medical Research Council (NHMRC) National Statement.
In accordance with the National Statement some projects may not require full ethical review by a HREC. Such cases are not exempt from the processes outlined in this document, and may be required to undergo a review by the Research Committee as directed by the coroner. 

The Research Committee is not a HREC as described in the National Statement and does not provide ethical review of research proposals. In Tasmania, ethics approvals should be directed to the University of Tasmania Human Research Ethics Committee. For information about this committee and research ethics generally, refer to the website:  https://www.utas.edu.au/research-admin/research-integrity-and-ethics-unit-rieu/human-ethics/about-human-research-ethics.
The role of the Research Committee is to follow consistent principles and processes for conducting ethical human research as set out in the National Statement. These include:

· The Research Committee requires that any proposed research using coronial records must be conducted consistently with the National Statement and must undergo appropriate ethical review and provide evidence of approval. Discretion lies with the coroner as to whether to provide access to or a copy of a record; as detailed in rule 26 of the Coroners Rules 2006. 

· For a researcher seeking HREC approval for a research project, the HREC application process invariably requires evidence to be produced that the research has the support of the “data custodian” or similar. For Tasmanian coronial records the data custodian is the coroner, who considers factors including Research Committee advice and HREC advice when determining whether to provide a letter evidencing support for a research project.

Media inquiries

Please note that media inquiries for coronial data or other information do not fall within the ambit of the Research Committee. 
Next of kin
Requests for access to coronial records from senior next of kin or interested parties for non-research purposes are to continue to be made through the Form 3 process Application to Access Coronial Records, which is available from the following webpage:  Magistrates Court : Forms.
Further Information
If you have any questions or concerns about the information contained in this document please contact the Research Committee at Coroners.Research@justice.tas.gov.au.

Contents


� TOC \o "1-3" \h \z \u �� HYPERLINK \l "_Toc75272906" ��Magistrates Court of Tasmania Coronial Division Research Committee	� PAGEREF _Toc75272906 \h ��1��


� HYPERLINK \l "_Toc75272907" ��Introduction	� PAGEREF _Toc75272907 \h ��1��


� HYPERLINK \l "_Toc75272908" ��Scope of advice	� PAGEREF _Toc75272908 \h ��1��


� HYPERLINK \l "_Toc75272909" ��Operation of the Research Committee	� PAGEREF _Toc75272909 \h ��2��


� HYPERLINK \l "_Toc75272910" ��Research Committee meeting times	� PAGEREF _Toc75272910 \h ��2��


� HYPERLINK \l "_Toc75272911" ��Timing of outcome	� PAGEREF _Toc75272911 \h ��2��


� HYPERLINK \l "_Toc75272912" ��Making an application to the Research Committee	� PAGEREF _Toc75272912 \h ��3��


� HYPERLINK \l "_Toc75272913" ��Relevant considerations	� PAGEREF _Toc75272913 \h ��3��


� HYPERLINK \l "_Toc75272914" ��Bona fide research	� PAGEREF _Toc75272914 \h ��3��


� HYPERLINK \l "_Toc75272915" ��Harm to families of deceased persons	� PAGEREF _Toc75272915 \h ��3��


� HYPERLINK \l "_Toc75272916" ��Harm to the coronial process	� PAGEREF _Toc75272916 \h ��3��


� HYPERLINK \l "_Toc75272917" ��Ethical conduct	� PAGEREF _Toc75272917 \h ��4��


� HYPERLINK \l "_Toc75272918" ��Project adequately described	� PAGEREF _Toc75272918 \h ��4��


� HYPERLINK \l "_Toc75272919" ��Resource implications 	� PAGEREF _Toc75272919 \h ��4��


� HYPERLINK \l "_Toc75272920" ��The Research Committee and the human research ethics process	� PAGEREF _Toc75272920 \h ��4��


� HYPERLINK \l "_Toc75272921" ��Media inquiries	� PAGEREF _Toc75272921 \h ��6��


� HYPERLINK \l "_Toc75272922" ��Next of kin	� PAGEREF _Toc75272922 \h ��6��


� HYPERLINK \l "_Toc75272923" ��Further Information	� PAGEREF _Toc75272923 \h ��6��


�








6

[image: image2.wmf]_1036838804.doc
�



�
















