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I, Olivia McTaggart, Coroner, having investigated the death of Kang Jin

Find, pursuant to Section 28(1) of the Coroners Act 1995, that:

a) The identity of the deceased is Kang Jin;

b) Kang Jin died after suffering exposure whilst walking on the Overland Track at Cradle
Mountain in the circumstances set out further in this finding;

c) Kang Jin’s cause of death was hypothermia;

d) Kang Jin died on 20 February 2014 on the Overland Track at Cradle Mountain in
Tasmania; and

e) Kang Jin was born in Gansu, China on 21 October 1992, and was aged 21 years.

In making the above findings | have had regard to the evidence gained in the comprehensive
investigation into Kang Jin’s death. The evidence comprises an opinion of the forensic
pathologist who conducted the autopsy, police and witness affidavits, medical records and
reports, forensic evidence and documentary material.

I make the following further findings as to how death occurred.

Between 19 and 20 February 2014 Kang Jin, a Chinese National aged 21 years, died whilst
walking on the Overland Track at Cradle Mountain with two friends, also Chinese Nationals.
These were Bojie Yang, a female aged 24 years, and Lianguan Yu, a male aged 21 years.
All three were studying at Deakin University in Victoria.

In February 2014 Bojie Yang and her housemate, Lianguan Yu, decided to walk the full
length of the Overland Track at Cradle Mountain. They invited Kang Jin. As described
further, their preparation was inadequate for the walk.

The group travelled to Tasmania on the Spirit of Tasmania on Wednesday 19 February 2014
and arrived in Devonport on Thursday 20 February 2014. The group then caught a bus
directly to Cradle Mountain and arrived at approximately 11.30am on that day.

The Overland Track is a 65 kilometre walk through the Cradle Mountain-Lake St Clair
National Park, part of the Tasmanian wilderness World Heritage Area. The walk has a
national and international reputation as one of the great wilderness walks. It is physically
challenging and walkers may face rapidly changing weather conditions.



On 20 February 2014, the weather conditions were very poor. It was cold, rainy and windy.
The wind was increasing in strength, and was expected to further increase as the day went
on. The weather was colder than normal for the month of February, and the conditions were
challenging for walkers. At 11.45am the group approached the counter at the Visitor Centre
and spoke to Mr Gregory Wall, the supervisor. Mr Wall noticed that the group were carrying
30 litre packs contrary to the common practice to carry a 60 litre pack when walking the
Overland Track. The group were wearing light clothing and were asked by Mr Wall if they
had a change of clothing, including waterproof pants. The group were informed the weather
was going to get colder, and they nodded their heads that they understood.

In his affidavit for the coronial investigation, Mr Wall stated that communication between the
group and staff at the Visitor Centre was difficult. He stated that he used the physical
movement of wrapping his arms around himself to describe "cold" as he spoke to the group.
He was not sure if they understood what he was intending to convey.

Mr Wall asked the group if they had tents, to which Bojie Yang replied that she had a tent for
three people. The group was asked if they had sleeping bags and if they were prepared for
cold weather. Bojie Yang replied "yes" and Kang Jin and Lianguan Yu nodded their heads.
Mr Wall was concerned that the group were not properly prepared and asked the same
guestions three times. He spent approximately 30 minutes with them before passing them
over to Gail Oliver, a customer service officer at the Visitor Centre.

Gail Oliver stated in her affidavit that she spoke to the group and noticed that one of the
males had a small pack. She became concerned that the group may not have enough food
for a six day walk. Bojie Yang told Ms Oliver that they had enough food for five days as they
intended to do the walk in that time frame. Ms Oliver reiterated to the group that they would
need extremely good raincoats and wet weather gear, that there were very high winds, and
that they would need to keep dry. The group nodded in agreement. The group made
payment for three national park passes ($30 each) and three Overland Track passes ($200
each).

The group was observed by Ms Oliver and two other persons repacking their bags with bag
liners. They observed that one of the two males was attempting to put his backpack into the
bag liner, rather than place it inside the backpack. The group were again asked if they had
warmer clothing, to which they stated that they did. They were told to make sure that they
were wearing it before they started their walk.

The conditions when the group started the walk were reported as “extreme” by other walkers
and the staff at the Visitor Centre. In her affidavit Bojie Yang described the weather as "not
really cold but it was raining a little". Mr Steven Day, who was also travelling on the Overland
Track at the same time, stated that there were gusts up to 100k/h that on occasions blew him
sideways off the track. The wind-chill factor caused a sub-zero temperature effect, with rain
and occasional sleet. The weather deteriorated over the course of the afternoon.

The group began walking at about 1.00pm on 20 February 2014 planning to travel 10
kilometres each day and stay in the huts. The group walked for approximately half an hour
and then had a 10 minute rest. They then continued on for approximately 15 minutes and
noticed that the wind was getting stronger. Bojie Yang stated that she then began to feel cold
and her trousers were wet. Lianguan Yu began to feel cramps in his leg. After a small rest



they continued on until they arrived at Kitchen Hut. Kitchen Hut is a fully enclosed
weatherproof structure, designated as an emergency shelter, which will protect occupants
from wind, rain and snow. It can comfortably accommodate six persons.

Even after experiencing the extremely difficult conditions about which they were warned, they
did not stop at Kitchen Hut but elected to continue walking. Both males in the group
experienced cramps in their legs. At one point Kang Jin fell over on rocks.

When the track changed from rocks to wood (believed to be at the Barn Bluff track turn off),
Bojie Yang noticed that there was “something wrong” with Kang Jin as he could not speak in
sentences. Approximately 10 minutes later Kang Jin asked if they could hold each other as
they walked. At this stage the group were feeling very tired. Bojie Yang noticed cramps in her
own legs and fell in some water.

Kang Jin then began to "walk like a drunk person". Bojie Yang and Lianguan Yu sat him
down behind some bushes. Bojie Yang told Lianguan Yu to wait with Kang Jin whilst she
went to get help. She ran to Waterfall Valley Hut to raise the alarm. She stated that she
believed it took her 15 to 20 minutes to reach that destination. She arrived at Waterfall Valley
Hut at approximately 7.00pm and called for help regarding Kang Jin.

At the time Bojie Yang arrived, the hut was full, with approximately 26 people inside. Bojie
Yang was described by another walker in the hut as being dressed in flimsy cotton pants and
shirt with no wet weather gear.

At the hut, a call was made for volunteers to assist to recover Kang Jin. Most likely due to the
extreme weather conditions there were only three volunteers, being Michael Page, Douglas
Reed and Steven Day. A rescue party was formed with these volunteers and two rangers,
Colin Rowe and Paul Challenge. It is appropriate to provide some detail about the members
of the rescue party, in light of their courageous efforts that followed.

Steven Day is a Leading Senior Constable in the New South Wales Police Force who at the
time of this incident had been a part of the New South Wales Police Rescue Squad for 17
years. He is also qualified as a Land Search and Rescue Co-ordinator. In this capacity he
has co-ordinated and taken part in many land search and rescue operations. He is trained in
advanced first aid and resuscitation. On previous occasions he has performed CPR in
remote locations for extended periods of time. Mr Day and his walking companion, Douglas
Reed, began walking the Overland Track from the Dove Lake Car park on 19 February 2014.

Douglas Reed is a longstanding, active Life Member of Winmalee Rural Fire Service in the
Blue Mountains. Until recently, he had been part of the Blue Mountains Remote Area Fire
Team, trained in remote terrain fire fighting, navigation, helicopter deployment and other
associated skills. Among other activities with the service he had participated in excess of 12
search and rescue operations and several search and recovery operations. He holds
advanced first aid qualifications. He has treated burns, dehydration, hyperthermia and
hypothermia, fractures and respiratory conditions. He is an experienced bush walker in New
South Wales, New Zealand and Tasmania. This trip was his third time on the Overland
Track.

Michael Page was a New South Wales resident walking with his partner. He volunteered to
assist when it was assessed that additional people may be needed.



All members of the rescue party demonstrated bravery and skill in the face of extreme
conditions. Their efforts were made at significant personal risk and likely saved the life of
Lianguan Yu.

As the rescue party made it to the top of the valley it was estimated that the wind strength
was 80 - 90km/h, with gusts of over 100km/h. The rescue party had a difficult time walking on
the duck boards and were blown off whilst making their way to Kang Jin. There were small
icy particles in the rain that made the walk to locate him extremely cold and difficult for the
rescue party.

The rescue party located Kang Jin and Lianguan Yu on top of an exposed ridge just past the
track junction to Barnes Bluff. Kang Jin was located on the eastern side of the trail behind a
small bush set two meters back from the trail. Lianguan Yu had set up two umbrellas in an
attempt to protect himself and Kang Jin, and they were lying behind them. Kang Jin was
wearing thin beige pants, a blue shirt and a light spray jacket and no shoes. A pair of sandals
was observed nearby, which he had been wearing.

Mr Day conducted checks for vital signs of Kang Jin but he showed no signs of response.
Lianguan Yu told Mr Day that Kang Jin had spoken approximately 10 minutes before their
arrival. Members of the rescue party formed the opinion that Kang Jin had only gone into
cardiac arrest minutes before the arrival of the rescue party.

At 7.35pm Mr Day began CPR on Kang Jin with chest compressions. Mr Day, Mr Reed and
Mr Page set up a rotation system for maintaining CPR on Kang Jin, with one person holding
his head to keep the airway open, one performing compressions and the third person holding
the emergency blanket up in an attempt to shelter everyone from the rain.

On advice from Mr Day, they decided not to cover Kang Jin’s body during the resuscitation in
the hope that his reduced core temperature may have slowed his brain function sufficiently to
prevent damage if he was able to be successfully revived.

Colin Rowe assisted Lianguan Yu to Waterfall Valley Hut. Other occupants at the hut noticed
that Lianguan Yu's day pack contained a thin cotton shirt, track pants, a very thin sleeping
bag and some snacks. One occupant of the hut described Lianguan Yu as in a deep state of
hypothermia, based on observations of him, and the fact that he was not shivering.

At Kang Jin’s location, Paul Challenge set off an EPIRB (which was ineffective due to the
location) and continued to attempt to contact emergency services via his satellite phone.
Police received his call at 8.38pm and deployed a helicopter.

Resuscitation efforts by the rescue party had continued for approximately 20 minutes. They
assessed chest compressions as maintaining blood flow, but there was still no response from
him. They decided to put a plastic liner over the bottom part of his body in an attempt to try
and protect him from the elements.

The rescue party formed the view that a helicopter would not be able to land in the conditions
and that a search party would not arrive by foot for a few more hours. On the suggestion of
Mr Day the party agreed to continue resuscitation attempts for another hour. At the end of
the second hour Mr Challenge had not been able to make any further contact with
emergency services and the group had been unsuccessful in their attempts to revive Kang



Jin. By then the members of the rescue party themselves were beginning to suffer from the
adverse effects of the extreme weather conditions. They therefore wrapped Kang Jin in the
emergency blanket and returned to Waterfall Valley Hut.

At 9.50pm the rescue helicopter that had been deployed could not continue due to inclement
weather in the area. A land party was initiated (consisting of two search and rescue officers
and a paramedic). At that time it was raining heavily and winds were in excess of 100km/h.
The Police Search and Rescue land crew arrived to Kang Jin at approximately 3.30am. Upon
checking him, they confirmed that he was deceased.

At 8.00am on Thursday 20 February 2014 the helicopter was again deployed and retrieved
Kang Jin’s body. His body was then transported to Hobart.

An autopsy was conducted on 28 February 2014 at the Royal Hobart Hospital by Dr
Christopher Lawrence, State Forensic Pathologist. Dr Lawrence determined that the cause of
death was hypothermia due to exposure. | accept his opinion. | note that toxicology testing of
Kang Jin’s blood did not reveal the presence of any drugs or alcohol.

Comments:

Kang Jin, Lianguan Yu and Bojie Yang were obviously ill-equipped for the walk. Their food
supplies and clothing were inadequate. Kang Jin was wearing a thin spray jacket (purchased
just prior to the walk at the Visitors Centre), a blue and black windcheater, a cotton shirt, a
pair of tan trousers over boxer shorts, and open black sandals. His clothing was wet through
to the skin at the time the rescue party reached him.

In his affidavit, Mr Nic Deka, Acting Regional Manager for North-West Tasmania, Tasmania
Parks & Wildlife Service (“PWS”), stated that PWS has ‘no effective power to stop people
from walking the track’. He stated, however, that the staff at the Visitor Centre try to provide
guidance when they identify an individual who is ill-prepared to safely complete the Overland
Track.

| am satisfied on the evidence that the staff at the Visitor Centre used their best efforts to
attempt to communicate with the group and to provide advice regarding items required, in
accordance with their policy. Ultimately communication was problematic due to the language
difficulties. However, it also appears that the group, largely inexperienced walkers,
considered that they were sufficiently prepared and did not appreciate in any way the
weather conditions they were likely to encounter. No further discussion or advice from the
staff would have caused them to increase their preparation, better understand the danger
posed by the weather conditions, or review their decision to walk.

In response to the incident, PWS conducted an internal review and adjusted procedures to
ensure walkers understand the risks involved.

The ‘Walker Safety Checklist’ is a tool developed by PWS to guide walker preparedness for
the Overland Track. The items on the Checklist are those identified as the bare minimum
requirements needed in order to avoid hypothermia, by allowing a person to stay warm and



dry should they encounter any difficulties. Following the incident, a tent has been changed
from an optional item to a requirement for completion of the Overland Track.

Although the Checklist was in use in February 2014, there was no requirement at the time for
walkers to sign the document or tick items off; it was completed verbally with Visitor Centre
staff. Since the incident, the Walker Safety Checklist is now sent to walkers as part of their
booking confirmation package and it is a requirement that each individual item is ticked off
and the document be signed. Walkers must present a completed, signed copy with them on
the day of departure. If a walker fails to bring it with them, copies are available at the Visitor
Centre and must be completed before departure.

Notably, Mr Deka stated that the individual may still depart if they do not have all of the items
on the Walker Safety Checklist. He stated, however, that it does provide for a record that the
individual has been made aware of the requirements and of any deficiencies. Additionally,
photos are taken of any poor equipment and this may also be used to support concerns that
have been raised. As was the case previously, items are available for purchase in the Visitor
Centre if a walker's own items are inadequate. Mr Deka stated that staff continue to provide
detailed information during the check-in process, including advice to prospective walkers
about the track, the risks and the key safety messages on the day, in order to allow walkers
to make an informed decision about their preparedness.

Additionally, same day or ‘walk-up’ bookings are no longer permitted and all bookings must
be made prior to a walker’s arrival at the Visitors Centre. This change to procedure has been
developed as an additional safety measure to avoid spur of the moment decisions to walk the
track when individuals may not be suitably prepared.

Finally, the policy regarding refunds has also been changed, with refunds now able to be
offered to walkers who appear inadequately prepared. Previously, a refund was available
only where a Bushwalkers Weather Alert was issued by the Bureau of Meteorology. Changes
have been made to allow staff the discretion to offer a refund where a walker is deemed
insufficiently prepared, in an attempt to dissuade the person from departing. Mr Deka stated
that this change has been in place since the 2014/15 booking season and has been used
several times since by Visitor Centre staff.

Kang Jin, Lianguan Yu and Bojie Yang should not have embarked upon the walk. In doing so
one died and the lives of the other two were endangered. Further, the lives of the members
of the volunteer rescue party were put at risk. They performed selflessly under extraordinarily
difficult conditions for a prolonged period. | recognise the brave efforts of Michael Page,
Douglas Reed, Steven Day, Colin Rowe and Paul Challenge.

It is trite to say that elements of risk will always be present in natural settings and that
persons embarking upon such activities must take responsibility for their own safety. In many
cases the challenges are part of the attraction of the activities.

| have received a report from the General Manager of PWS, Mr Jason Jacobi, as well as
PWS policy documentation. Mr Jacobi stated in his report that PWS approaches risk
management in accordance with contemporary methods for protected areas around the
world. | accept that this is the case. | also accept the view of PWS that it would be
impracticable to inspect all walkers’ equipment/clothing or attempt to fully assess walker
preparedness or capabilities.



The procedures that have since been implemented by PWS to enhance the safety of walkers
on the Overland Track will no doubt have a positive effect upon walker safety and
awareness.

I note that after the death of Kang Jin, PWS intended to introduce language buttons on the
Overland Track web page to enable translation into a number of languages. PWS also
intended to produce the check list information in several languages. It does not appear that
the language buttons on the web page have been introduced. | am not aware of whether the
check list has been produced in several languages. It would be prudent to implement these
measures. It would also be prudent, in my view, to introduce clear signage in the Visitors
Centre in several languages of the potentially difficult and changeable conditions and the
need for thorough preparation for the walk.

In cases such as the present, where the walkers are patently ill-equipped for the conditions,
PWS takes the view that it cannot prevent them from embarking on the walk. | am not aware
of whether this is a policy stance or, alternatively, based upon an interpretation of the
relevant legislation.

It appears that the provisions of the National Parks and Reserved Land Regulations 2009
may allow for the prohibition of persons embarking on the walk when they are observed to be
inadequately prepared or so lacking in knowledge of the conditions that they pose a risk to
the safety of themselves and others. Mr Jacobi has stated in his report that PWS will further
investigate the use of the regulations to prevent or direct individuals not to undertake
recreational activities in circumstances of obvious and significant risk.

The sad death of Kang Jin serves as a reminder to persons contemplating the Overland
Track walk of the need to understand the demands of the walk, to be physically and
psychologically prepared and to have appropriate clothing and equipment.

Recommendations:

I recommend that PWS give consideration to the availability and use of legislative powers,
and consequent development of procedures, to prevent persons embarking on the Overland
Track walk when they are observed to be inadequately prepared for the conditions such as to
place the safety of themselves and others at risk.

| recommend that PWS introduces language buttons on the Overland Track web page that
enable translation of the information, including the Walker Safety Checklist, into the main
languages used by those undertaking the walk.

| recommend that PWS introduces clear signage in the Visitors Centre in the main
languages used by walkers, alerting them to the potentially difficult and changeable
conditions that they may encounter and the need for thorough preparation for the walk.

| extend my appreciation to investigating officer Sergeant Brenda Orr for her investigation
and report.



| convey my sincere condolences to the family and loved ones of Kang Jin.

Dated: 28" April 2017 at Hobart in the State of Tasmania.

Olivia McTaggart
Coroner



