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disease contributed to post traumatic cardiac arrest at the scene of the collision. In Dr 

Reid's opinion, the injuries sustained in the crash were sufficient to have caused death. 

Dr Reid found Mrs Tonks died of multiple head, neck, chest, pelvic and limb injuries, 

sustained in the collision. He stated that blunt force trauma was caused by rear impact 

to the car and force was transmitted, by deformation and intrusion of car parts, 

predominately to the left side of the body. He noted that most of Mrs Tonks's injuries 

were internal. 

Mr Van Eldik pleaded guilty to two counts of causing death by negligent driving in that 

he failed to keep a proper lookout, failed to observe the vehicles in front of him slowing 

down, failed to reduce his speed to the changing traffic conditions and failed to drive 

without reasonable caution and care for other road users. Mr Van Eldik was sentenced 

in the Hobart Magistrates Court to five months imprisonment, wholly suspended on 

condition that he not commit another offence punishable by imprisonment, for a period 

two years. He was sentenced to a Community Correction Order for twelve months and 

disqualified from driving for two years. 

Comments and recommendations 

The deaths of Mr and Mrs Tonks was a tragic event which highlights the need for 

drivers to pay due care and attention to their surroundings while driving. 

The circumstances of death are not such as to require me to make any comments or 

recommendations pursuant to Section 28 of the Coroners Act 1995. 

I extend my appreciation to Senior Constable Kelly Cordwell for her investigation and 

report. 

I convey my sincere condolences to the family and loved ones of Mr and Mrs Tonks. 

Dated: 18 September 2026 at Hobart, in the State of Tasmania. 

Madeleine Wilson 

Coroner 


